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BAME S 2Island ArcE (1 4)

#EER: Bortolotti, V.

and Principi, G., 2005,

Tethyan ophiolites and

Pangea break-up

Island Arc, 14, 442-470.
This paper provides a

masterful  tectonic-
petrologic-geochemical synthesis of the
rifting and dispersion of Pangea based on
the newly generated Tethyan oceanic crust
now preserved in the Alpine mountain
belts. It compiles Triassic to middle
Jurassic ophiolitic bodies in the Tethyan
and Caribbean regions in detail and
proposes that the breakup of Pangea and
the development of the Tethyan ophiolites
progressed from east (Middle-Late Triassic)
to west (Late Jurassic-Early Cretaceous).
It presents the role of ophiolites in the
elucidation of the timing and mechanisms of
the breakup of Pangea as well as the
development of Tethyan basins throughout
the Mesozoic.

Based on the Thomson Science Index for
the year 2007, this paper had the greatest
number of citations of the candidate Island
Arc papers published in 2005-2006. The
first author has long worked in the fields of
regional geology and geodynamics of the
Northern Apennines and the peri-
Mediterranean chains. He has energetically
studied the stratigraphy, tectonics, and
geodynamic evolution of the internal areas
of these orogenic chains, in particular the
successions pertaining to the Tethyan
Ocean. He has published many articles on
regional geology concerning the ophiolitic
successions from Cyprus, the Pontic
Ranges, Hellenides, Albanides, Dinarides,
and Northern

Romanian Apuseni,

Apennines and has made great
contributions in this field. We believe that
this paper will contribute to future research
on the geologic and geodynamic evolution
of the Eurasia-Pacific region. In view of the
scientific impact of the paper and the
international scientific activity of the first
author, the Judge Panel recommends this

paper for the 2009 Island Arc Award.
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